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Hillary Clinton’s Dark Drug War Legacy in
Mexico
Clinton’s State Department overlooked human rights abuses and corruption
while keeping a lucrative flow of contracts moving to U.S. security firms working
in Mexico.
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Mexico, John M. Ackerman wrote recently for Foreign Policy, “is not a functional democracy

(http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/02/23/obama-pena-nieto-mexico-corruption/).” Instead, it’s a “re-

pressive and corrupt” oligarchy propped up by a “blank check” from Washington.

Since 2008, that blank check has come to over $2.5 billion (https://fas.org/sgp/crs

/row/R41349.pdf) appropriated in security aid through the Mérida Initiative

(http://www.state.gov/j/inl/merida/), a drug war security assistance program funded by Wash-

ington. Negotiated behind closed doors in the last years of the Bush administration, the plan

was originally proposed as a three-year program (http://ipsnorthamerica.net/news.php?id-

news=1533). Yet Hillary Clinton’s State Department pushed aggressively to extend it, oversee-
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ing a drastic increase of the initiative that continues today.

Much of this aid goes to U.S.-based security, information, and technology contracting firms,

who make millions peddling everything from helicopter training to communications equip-

ment to night-vision goggles, surveillance aircrafts, and satellites.

This aid comes in addition to the direct sales of arms (http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate

/2014/12/02/restoring-justice-and-security-in-mexico/pressure-mexico-to-respect-human-rights)

and other equipment to Mexico authorized by the State Department, as Christy Thorton

pointed out in a 2014 New York Times op-ed. Those sales reached $1.2 billion (http://www.secu-

rityassistance.org/data/program/arms/Mexico/2008/2015/is_all/Latin%20Amer-

ica%20and%20the%20Caribbean) in 2012 alone, the last full year of Clinton’s tenure. Indeed, as

the Mérida Initiative has grown, Mexico has become one of the world’s biggest

(https://medium.com/war-is-boring/mexico-is-arming-itself-with-u-s-military-hardware-

a57c91b8283a) purchasers of U.S. military arms and equipment.

But while sales have boomed for U.S.-based contractors, the situation in Mexico has badly dete-

riorated. The escalation of U.S. counter-drug assistance in the country has paralleled a drastic

increase in violence, fueling a drug war that’s killed more than 100,000 people

(https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/01/08/vanished-disappeared-mexicos-drug-war) since 2006.

State Complicity

High-profile human rights cases — such as the kidnapping and disappearance of the 43 stu-

dents (http://fpif.org/mexicos-undead-rise/) from the teacher-training college in Ayotzinapa,

Guerrero in September 2014 — sparked renewed attention to the devastating effects of the

U.S.-funded drug war in Mexico. Yet, they didn’t come out of nowhere.

Forced disappearances like these were ballooning even as Clinton was pushing Mérida Initia-

tive programs forward, with official records reaching upwards (http://www.telegraph.co.uk

/news/worldnews/centralamericaandthecaribbean/mexico/11275460/Revealed-the-full-scale-

of-Mexicos-disappearances.html) of 3,000 to 4,000 people a year in 2011 and 2012. According to

the United Nations (http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CED/Shared%20Documents

/MEX/INT_CED_COB_MEX_19564_S.pdf), these widespread kidnappings and disappearances of-

ten involve state authorities, and the problem is worsened (http://www.latimes.com/world

/mexico-americas/la-fg-mexico-disappear-20150214-story.html) by the government’s failure to

investigate.

U.S. laws explicitly prohibit the delivery of aid to foreign individuals and units implicated in

systematic human rights violations. But files released by WikiLeaks revealed that Clinton’s

State Department regularly received information on widespread “official corruption

(https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/10MEXICO83_a.html)“ in Mexico, even as they were bolster-

ing the flow of equipment, assistance, and training that ended up in the hands of abusive and

compromised (http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB445/) security forces.
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Indeed, in 2009 (https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/09MEXICO3195_a.html) and 2010

(https://wikileaks.org/cable/2010/01/10MEXICO83.html) — the middle years of Clinton’s tenure

at State — U.S. embassy cables boasted that intelligence and military cooperation between the

two countries had never been better. Such cables, and the full archival orbit of declassified and

leaked U.S. and Mexican records, demonstrate that Clinton’s State Department repeatedly

cleared the delivery of U.S. assistance training and equipment to security forces implicated in

corruption or abuse.

One document from June 2011 (http://www2.gwu.edu/%7Ensarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB445

/docs/20110613.PDF) recorded a visit of U.S. officials to the northern state of Tamaulipas in

May 2011 to assess training needs for state security forces. The visit came as Mexico’s federal

authorities were trying to cover up the discovery of mass graves (http://www2.gwu.edu/%7En-

sarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB445/) from the recent San Fernando massacres in the region. Even as

U.S. officials were reporting on the Mexican government’s complicity and cover-up of the mas-

sacres, the U.S. embassy recommended further training for Tamaulipas security forces.

The same document (http://www2.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB445

/docs/20110613.PDF) also reports that Mexican immigration agents had been fired for kidnap-

ping migrants. Yet the delivery of biometric data equipment to the same agency continued

unimpeded.

In the southern state of Guerrero, meanwhile, records from 2009 to 2010 show that the U.S.

embassy cleared local (https://cablegatesearch.wikileaks.org/cable.php?id=09MEXICO1216) and

federal (http://wikileaks.org/cable/2009/10/09MEXICO2938.html) police, military (https://wik-

ileaks.org/cable/2010/01/10MEXICO246.html) officials, and investigative agents (http://wik-

ileaks.org/cable/2009/02/09MEXICO579.html) for training and assistance from units implicated

in human rights violations. Even then, the U.S. embassy — and not to mention reputable hu-

man rights groups — knew about the direct involvement of government officials in abuses

there.

Human Rights Watch reported (http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/mexico1111web-

wcover_0.pdf) in 2011, for example, on widespread cases of torture in Guerrero going back to

1994. The group noted regular abuses by police and military forces, including “cases of homi-

cide, torture, and extortion” overseen by the judicial police chief in the northern part of the

state. The same report highlighted strong evidence of the involvement of military officials

from Chilpancingo in cases of kidnapping and disappearances in 2010, as the U.S. embassy was

clearing officials for training (http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WL0912/S01394/cablegate-

mx-2009-599-odc-leahy-vetting-request.htm) from the same military base.

After government security forces killed two students from the Ayotzinapa teacher training

school during a protest in December 2011, U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Earl Anthony Wayne

sent a cable reporting (http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/news/20151007-prelude-to-iguala-heavy-

handed-police-tactics-against-ayotzinapa-students/20111215.PDF) that “the evidence of heavy-

handed police tactics is strong and disconcerting.” It was the same school where, less than
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three years later, 43 students would be disappeared — and six others killed — after being at-

tacked by local police forces.

The Beneficiaries

In addition to training Mexico’s security forces, Clinton’s State Department bolstered Mexico’s

wiretap (http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/policy-and-research/swb_imple-

mentation10_0.pdf) capabilities, provided communications systems (http://dodccrp.org/events

/16th_iccrts_2011/presentations/141.pdf) and computers, and installed information sharing

software (https://archive.org/details/09MEXICO3195), biometric databases (https://migrationde-

classified.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/20100921.pdf), and radar systems. It also peddled Black-

hawk helicopters, surveillance aircrafts, satellites, and all-terrain vehicles, and built joint-intel-

ligence fusion centers (http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2013-04-27/news/38861969_1_u-

s-embassy-cartels-national-intelligence) for targeting (https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs

/row/R41349.pdf) high-value cartel leaders.

The implementation and delivery of this equipment took place hand-in-hand with private con-

tractors. Major players like General Electric, Honeywell, Motorola, Sharp, IBM, and Dell appear

throughout records of these transactions, along with scores of others — including Science Ap-

plications International, Rapiscan, American Science and Engineering, RCA, and many more.

Several contractors benefited significantly from helicopter deliveries and services in particu-

lar. These played a prominent role in both the conduct and the promotion of the broader drug

war effort.

Three Sikorsky UH-60M Black Hawk helicopters, for example, were sent to Mexico’s federal po-

lice in November 2010. Just two weeks after their handover, they were deployed in the largest

aerial operation conducted to date against the La Familia de Michoacán drug cartel. The U.S.

embassy boasted in a secret cable (https://migrationdeclassified.files.wordpress.com/2014/03

/20101220.pdf) that the operation — which reportedly led to the killing of drug kingpin

Nazario Moreno Gonzalez, or “El Chayo” — was a “needed win (https://migrationdeclassi-

fied.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/20101220.pdf)“ for then-president Felipe Calderón in his in-

creasingly unpopular war against the cartels.

El Chayo’s killing was the first clear evidence the State Department could highlight to show

Congress that Calderón’s strategy — and the U.S. intelligence and security aid behind it — was

leading to results. Yet the operation, which also caused large-scale civilian deaths, appeared to

be in vain: The Mexican government reported that El Chayo was killed again (http://bit.ly

/1xmGPxf), years later, in an operation carried out against the cartel in March 2014.

Nonetheless, the 2010 operation provided the justification to further ratchet up U.S. support. In

May 2011, embassy staff accompanied Mexican federal police representatives to review an air-

craft project in North Carolina and receive presentations from the AMCOM missile command

and industry representatives. More aircrafts were subsequently delivered
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(http://www2.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB499/DOCUMENT37-20110613.PDF).

Sikorsky, along with other companies such as General Electric, continued to reap the benefits

of the drug war in Mexico even after Clinton left the State Department. In March 2015, the de-

partment approved the sale (http://www.dsca.mil/major-arms-sales/mexico-uh-60m-black-

hawk-helicopters-1) of three Black Hawk helicopters to the Mexican military for $110 million.

This followed a larger deal (http://www.dsca.mil/major-arms-sales/mexico-uh-60m-black-

hawk-helicopters) in April 2014 for 18 Black Hawks at $680 million.

Notably, several of the contractors that profited from U.S. security assistance in Mexico — such

as General Electric, Lockheed Martin, and United Technologies Corporation, which owns Siko-

rsky — reportedly contributed to the Clinton Foundation (http://www.ibtimes.com/clinton-

foundation-donors-got-weapons-deals-hillary-clintons-state-department-1934187). And accord-

ing to the transparency group Open Secrets, Clinton currently tops the list of all 2016 presiden-

tial candidates (https://www.opensecrets.org/industries/recips.php?ind=D&cycle=2016&re-

cipdetail=P&mem=N&sortorder=U) in campaign contributions from the military contracting in-

dustry.

Back to Business as Usual

Naturally, Clinton herself was aware of how her department’s support for the Mexican drug

war would look in light of the revelations about corruption and human rights abuses.

In January 2011, shortly after the release of a huge tranche of leaked diplomatic cables, Secre-

tary Clinton apologized (http://www2.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB445

/docs/20110205.PDF) to her Mexican counterpart Patricia Espinosa for any “embarrassment”

caused by the WikiLeaks documents, announcing her intention to get

“beyond WikiLeaks” and reaffirm the U.S.-Mexico relationship. Clinton expressed optimism

that they could create a better “narrative” than the waste, fraud, and abuse revealed in the ca-

bles and regular media accounts and “explain to Congress why foreign assistance money un-

der ‘Beyond Merida’ should continue.”

Getting beyond WikiLeaks, of course, meant getting back to business as usual — and back be-

hind closed doors.

While thousands of Clinton’s own emails have since been released, the secrecy continues —

with much of the important information still heavily redacted. For example, the emails contain

potentially important documents, such as a memo (https://foia.state.gov/searchapp/DOCU-

MENTS/HRCEmail_OctWeb/SS17/DOC_0C05760694/C05760694.pdf) to President Obama with a

report on Clinton’s trip to Mexico City and Monterrey. This document, however, is completely

redacted, except for one line.

In his piece (http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/02/23/obama-pena-nieto-mexico-corruption/) for

Foreign Policy, John Ackerman argued that Clinton’s defense of the status quo in Mexico is
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“grounded in a vicious cycle of complicities between economic and political elites on both sides

of the border.” Indeed, the record available for public scrutiny shows that Clinton’s State De-

partment — rather than addressing human rights concerns over the Mérida funding — focused

on ensuring that security assistance continued in the face of abuse, cover-ups, and ongoing im-

punity.
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Bruce Ironstaunch •  3 months ago

This information should be to the surprise of exactly no one.
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pertinent: http://imgur.com/8fINJjQ
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kikodpr •  3 months ago

Of course, if it was so bad, why wait until now 2016 to write about this? Because she running for
President? Bet behind this articles there is a republican or Bernie bot hand.
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Parenting An Addict •  3 months ago

This is horrible. Just truly horrible news. Perhaps not a surprise to anyone, but still horrible news.

If anyone reading this has an addicted child in the home, or knows of a friend or family member who
does, please unite in the efforts to save our children from drug or alcohol addiction. We need to
seriously start educating yourselves well so that we know how to help addicts. Governments are not
being helpful in the right ways. However; helping an addict effectively is a job for professionals, so
we have to become professional ourselves.

Try a source such as cadenceonline.com. They offer many useful resources for loved ones of addicts,
and also a course called Parent CRAFT. The course teaches skills to support and communicate with
an addict efficiently, and also has a strong focus on positive affirmation and how to persuade an
addict in trouble to go for professional help. It is interesting and video-based, science-backed - and
very affordable. I've done the course myself.

It's upsetting that we as citizens globally have to take so much on ourselves because governments are
failing us, but the time is over to wait for them to change. It's time to do it ourselves. At least it will
be worth it - and probably done better too.
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Thirteen minutes of Hillary doing her favorite thing.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?sn...
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